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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

Atlas Network strengthens the world-
wide freedom movement. Our new
quarterlypublication,Freedom's Cham-
pion, will show you how we put our
supporters' contributions to work, and
the real-world results that are being
achieved by our global network of inde-
pendent think tank partners.

that those leaders obtained from Atlas
Network programs have had a positive
effect.

That is why we have doubled down
on our “Coach, Compete, Celebrate”
organizational strategy and launched
a series of Regional Liberty Forums.

Our new quarterly publication, Freedom's Champion, will
show you how we put our supporters’ contributions to work,
and the real-world results that are being achieved by our
global network of independent think tank partners.

Our cover story discusses the political
upheaval that has occurred in Brazil,
and the opportunity now emerging —
thanks to courageous Atlas Network
partners — to downsize the role of gov-
ernment, free up the private sector, and
strengthen the rule of law. Reformers in
Brazil still face severe headwinds, but
the impressive impact of our partners
has raised hopes for positive change.

You might wonder. How do people
build a freedom movement as they
have in Brazil? The local actors, of
course, do the real work and deserve
the credit. Certainly, though, the train-
ing, connections, and encouragement

On pages 20-23 you will get a sense
of how these regional conferences
are catalysts for more ambitious and
effective work to advance liberty.

Simultaneously, we are expanding the
online training offered by our Atlas
Leadership Academy. Our new Think
Tank Impact course revolves around
case studies of effective think tank
projects, including the Strategic Re-
search Program of Institute for Justice,
as described on page 18.

You can tell I'm proud of our robust and
focused program strategy and how it's
being implemented. It wouldn't amount

to anything, though, if Atlas Network
were to become unmoored from the
principles at the heart of our work. | am
most proud that our team stands up for
the freedom philosophy that inspired
our founder Sir Antony Fisher and his
successors, the late John Blundell and
our current President Alex Chafuen. In
this issue, on page 6, you are treated
to my colleague Dr. Tom G. Palmer's
brilliant talk at Asia Liberty Forum, “Is
Liberty an Asian Value?" In it, he affirms
that we are building a movement that is
universal — promising peace, opportu-
nity, and dignity to every person.

Brad Lips, CEO of Atlas Network
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IS LIBERTY AN ASIAN VALUE?

by Dr. Tom G. Palmer, Atlas Network

Mural painting of Yogeswar Temple in Patora, Orissa, India, depicting Krishna and Arjuna, the master archer.

A frequent challenge raised against
classical liberalismis thatitis not suit-
able for Asian people or Asian coun-
tries,because of “Asian values" that are
allegedly unique to Asian countries.
Is Asian liberty different from Euro-
pean or American or African Liberty?

Or, if liberty is being used in the same
way in those regions, is it a reasonable
principle for Asian governments and
laws, or are Asian values incompat-
ible with liberty? One could also ask
whether there is one core of values
that are common to all Asians, who

inhabit a vast region encompassing
billions of people speaking hundreds
of languages, professing a wide vari-
ety of religions, and heirs to thousands
of years of multifarious cultural devel-
opments.
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LIBERTY, LICENSE, AND
SOCIAL ORDER

Let's start with the question of whether
liberty might have different meanings
indifferent places. Yes, of course "liber-
ty" does. It's a word, to begin with, and
words are not eternal essences, but hu-
man constructs that are used variably
in different places and circumstances.
A word may mean different things in
different contexts, so let's focus on the
constellation of ideas known as liberal-
ism — or, to differentiate it from what is
sometimes called “liberal” in the United
States and a few other countries, let's
focus on “classical liberalism."

cooperation generally. With liberty got-
ten out of the way, that left, of course,
the option of vesting the eldest son
of the eldest son of the eldest son of
Adam with absolute and unquestion-
able power — or so Filmer hoped.

THE CLASSICAL LIBERAL
RESPONSE

There was a response from the advo-
cates of constitutionally limited gov-
ernment, of course. Locke stipulated
another meaning of liberty and shaped
the liberal understating of liberty and
law for centuries. As Locke argued:

their own property. Property referred
notonlytoone's physical possessions,
in the terms of Locke's day, but re-
ferred to your “life, liberty, and estate,”
that is, what is proper to you. What is
especially striking about Locke's com-
ment is the connection of liberty with
law. The two are not opposed, nor is
liberty opposed to order. Arbitrary and
unaccountable power is the enemy of
both liberty and of order. Liberty re-
quires and is grounded on the rule of
law, rather than the rule of man. Those
who think that liberty and law are in-
compatible confuse liberty with li-
cense and law with command. Liberty

Those who think that liberty and law are incompatible confuse
liberty with license and law with command.

What is liberty for a classical liberal? Is
itjust doing your own thing, being pure-
ly willful, defying the law, and indulging
whatever impulse might cross your
mind? That's what many anti-liberals
have alleged. Let's take a famous ex-
ample, Sir Robert Filmer, an advocate of
royal absolutism in England. According
to Filmer, the king of England had all the
rights of dominion over the world that
God had given to the first man, Adam,
because Adam, being a proper English
gentleman, had given the world to his
eldest son. That eldest son had given
the world to his eldest son, and so on,
until one reached ... amazingly enough,
the king of England! That argument
was effectively disposed of by John
Locke in the first of his Two Treatises
on Government. Filmer had also stipu-
lated, however, that "liberty” would lead
to chaos, because with liberty anyone
could do whatever he "lists" (“lists" is
an old-fashioned English way of saying
whatever oneisinclined to do, as a ship
“lists” this way or that), no matter how
destructive to others, and thus that
liberty is incompatible with law, with
government, with order, and with social

[T]he End of law is, not to abolish or
restrain, but to preserve and enlarge
Freedom. For in all the States of cre-
ated Beings capable of Laws, where
there is no Law, there is no Freedom.
For Liberty is to be free from Re-
straint and Violence from others;
which cannot be, where there is no
Law: But Freedom is not, as we are
told, A Liberty for every Man to do
what he lists: (For who could be free,
when every other Man's Humour
might domineer over him?) But a
Liberty to dispose, and order as he
lists, his Person, Actions, Posses-
sions, and his whole Property, within
the Allowance of those Laws, under
which he is, and therein not to be
subject to the arbitrary Will of anoth-
er, but freely follow his own.

RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL

To enjoy liberty means not being sub-
jected to the arbitrary will of another,
but to be governed by the law, that s, by
rules that are applicable to all and that
guarantee to all the right to follow their
own wills in those matters regarding

is not license and commands are not
law. Law is the enterprise of subject-
ing human conduct to the governance
of rules, as the jurist Lon Fuller put it,
and not the enterprise of issuing arbi-
trary commands and edicts backed by
threats of violence.

THE PRESUMPTION OF LIBERTY

The core of the idea of liberty under
law is the presumption of liberty. That
presumption is analogous to the pre-
sumption of innocence. Both have a
common epistemic feature. To be re-
quired to prove that one is innocent of
achargeisto ask for the nearimpossi-
ble. Each time one managed to show, if
that were possible, that one was inno-
cent of a crime, another charge could
be brought, and the burden would be
on the accused to demonstrate a neg-
ative yet again. Similarly, one cannot
show why one should be allowed to do
every single thing one might wish to do
— to wear a hat or not wear a hat, or to
wake up at 7:30 a.m. or at 7:15 a.m,,
or to read this book rather than that; it
would be impossible.
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Instead of being required to justify and
ask permission for all of the possible
things we could do, the presumption
of liberty requires that the burden rest
not on the one who would exercise
freedom but on the one who would
restrict it. In the permission society,
everything that is not permitted is for-
bidden, whereas in the society of lib-
erty everything that is not forbidden is
permitted. That's not only a principle
of the English common law, but before
that it was a key principle of Islamic
jurisprudence that “the original state of
matter is its permissibility unless there
is a specific provision that prohibits
it" (in Arabic: al-aslu fil shyai' al-ibahah
ma lam ya'ti dalil ‘ala tahrimih)." The
rule of law, rather than arbitrary power;
and the presumption of liberty, rather
than the presumption of power, are
at the core of the classical liberal
ideal of liberty.

IS LIBERTY JUST A WESTERN
VALUE?

Is liberty so understood an Asian val-
ue? Do Asians, any more than others,
like to be ordered, commanded, threat-
ened, and assaulted with violence for
not obeying arbitrary commands? Well,
certainly not the ones who actually
are threatened or punished. | am sure
that they don't welcome it any more
than people in Europe, Africa, or the
Americas. Those who are suppressed
are unlikely to uphold as a supreme or
definitive value their own suppression.
Perhaps those who assert that unique-
ly “Asian values" are incompatible with
liberty argue, however, that liberty is by
origin a Western value — or European
— and thus, by stipulation, could not be
an Asian value.

| am sometimes asked about my work
"defending Western values." | respond
that | do not defend "Western values.”
Theresponseis puzzlementand some-
times shock. That's because the ques-
tioners assumed that individual liber-
ty, the rule of law, toleration, limited

government, property rights, and free-
dom of exchange are uniquely West-
ern principles. Moreover, they assume
that collectivism and dictatorship are
somehow not Western. They have a
point — when you go into Chinese state
buildings, you see the images of such
venerable Chinese sages as Karl Marx,
Friedrich Engels, Vladimir Lenin, and
Joseph Stalin, each a formative figure
in traditional Chinese culture.

Enough sarcasm. In actuality, the most
influential movements for dictatorship,
socialism, and one-party rule were ger-
minated and first took root in Europe,
not in Asia, Africa, or elsewhere. Most
of the modern dictatorships around
the world have been inspired by ideol-
ogies formulated by European collec-
tivist thinkers. Marx and Engels were
German, Lenin was Russian, Stalin
was Georgian (but acted as a Russian

| am grateful to my friend Wan Saiful Wan Jan for pointing this out to me.

dictator), Mussolini was Italian, and
Hitler was Austrian.

THERE IS NO GEO-CULTURAL
MONOPOLY ON LIBERTY

Asian socialism is a Western import.
Lin Yutang, in his study of the life of the
11th century Chinese sage and poet Su
Tungpo, noted the influence of "West-
ernideas of collectivism” in his discus-
sion of contemporary reinterpretation
of the policies of Wang Anshi during
the 11th century. In his classic book My
Country and My People, he described
the philosophy of Lao Tzu as "laissez
faire in government and naturalism in
ethics.” For Lin, although Chinese le-
galism expressed elements of socialist
thinking, collectivist ideology was an
invasive Western species, not a home-
grown Chinese plant, and China had its
own tradition of limited government.

Continued on pg. 10
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Get Dr. Palmer’'s new book online at atlasnetwork.org/media/books

“State control can never substitute for self-control without destroying
freedom and all that is human in both society and economy.”

—Vernon L. Smith, 2002 Nobel Laureate in Economics, Chapman University


https://www.atlasnetwork.org/book/self-control-or-state-control-you-decide

The fact that an idea has a history, with names, places, and
times specified, is no reason to limit its applicability or use-
fulness to people with those names, or to people who live in
those places, or to people who lived at those times.

Isliberty an Asian value? Is it a Western
value? Does any region of the world,
any linguistic group, any culture have a
monopoly on liberty? | don't believe so.
Indeed, it is an illiberal and collectivist
notion to think so. Ideas don't come
with little flags on them, as if one could
only believe them if one were a citizen
or a subject of the country of origin.

Antoine Lavoisier, one of the great pi-
oneers of chemistry and the identifi-
er of oxygen, was born in France and
wrote in French. Someone inclined to
limit the application of ideas to their
cultures of origin might conclude that
oxygen (or, at least, the theory of oxy-
gen) cannot be useful to people from
other countries, or those speaking oth-
er languages. Koreans and Canadians
(except, perhaps, for the Québécois)
could not then invoke the theory of
oxygen, because the applicability of
the concept would be limited to the
French. The same would go for the use
of zero as a placeholder for mathemat-
ical calculation, and the use of yoga as
a spiritually and physically healthful
activity. (Hindus only, please!) The fact
that an idea has a history, with names,
places, and times specified, is no rea-
son to limit its applicability or useful-
ness to people with those names, or to
people who live in those places, or to
people who lived at those times.

So what about Asian liberty? Liberty is
as Asian as itis European, as Northern
asitis Southern, as Chinese as itis En-
glish, as Thai as it is Greek. It is a hu-
man value, the value to be ourselves,
to be governed by law, to enjoy the dig-
nity of equality with others. No civiliza-
tion has a monopoly on those human

values, and all contain expressions of
them.

Moreover, living in the modern world
demands liberty. We no longer live in
small bands that can be subordinated
to the alpha male of the troop. Com-
plex societies, and certainly those with
billions of people, require not more
state control, but more self-control.
Coordination of the actions of billions
of people emerges as a form of spon-
taneous order, which is a product of
the rule of law and not of capricious
interventionism.

SELF-CONTROL AND “ACTIVE
NON-ACTIVITY"

The choice between state control or
self-control happens to be the theme
of my next book, and I've spent a fair
amount of time thinking about and re-
searching the topic of self-control.
| started with the texts | knew best,
namely, the Stoics from Mediterranean
culture. | was led rather quickly, howev-
er, to texts from Asia, notably India and
China, and their ideas of self-control;
of mindfulness; of good behavior; of
dharma — of doing the right thing; of
jen, li, and yi — of human-heartedness,
well ordered behavior, and moral sense.
These ideas are not exactly imports to
Asia. Traditions that germinated and
were nurtured in Asia have much to
teach the world. As The Analects of
Confucius states in chapter 12.1, “To
master and control the self and return to
li, that is jen." In 15.24, we also find the
famous articulation of the “Silver Rule":

Zigong asked, "Is there one expres-
sion that can be acted upon until

the end of one's days?"

The Master replied, “There is shu
‘#2": do not impose on others what
you yourself do not want."

Such traditions of good behavior are
very much about self-control, which is
at the heart of the free society. As the
sociologist Norbert Elias noted in his
study of what he called The Civilizing
Process:

As the interdependence of people
increases with the increasing divi-
sion of labour, everyone becomes
increasingly dependent on everyone
else, even those of high social rank
on those people who are socially in-
ferior and weaker. The latter become
so much the equals of the former
that they, the socially superior peo-
ple, can experience shame-feelings
even in the presence of their social
inferiors. It is only in this connection
that the armour of restraints is fas-
tened to the degree which is grad-
ually taken for granted by people in
democratic industrial societies.

Greater social coordination in a
complex social order requires more
self-control, not less. And more
self-control requires less state inter-
ventionism. State interventionism un-
dermines good character and ethics,
and disrupts social order. Self-control
means having the freedom to guide
our own actions and to realize our own
purposes. It also cultivates the ability
to think about our goals, to act in our
long-term interests, and to resist act-
ing on transient impulses that may be
harmful to self or to others. Simultane-
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ously, a society of free and responsible
individuals requires greater attention
to wu wei "FcA", a vitally important idea
expressed in Chinese that is of univer-
salimportance. Itis not merely non-ac-
tivity, as it is sometimes translated, but
as political scientist Liu Junning and
othersinsist, itentails active non-activ-
ity — that is, setting the rules and then
letting the order emerge. As Lao Tzu
noted more than 2,000 years before
Adam Smith:

The more prohibitions there are,
The poorer the people will be.

The more edicts are promulgated,
The more thieves and bandits there
will be.

Therefore a sage has said:

So long as | ‘do nothing' the people
will of themselves be transformed.
So long as I love quietude, the people
will of themselves go straight.

So long as I act only by inactivity the
people will of themselves become
prosperous.

As Lao Tzu is also reported to have
commented, governing a great coun-
try is like frying a small fish. | do not
fry small fish, but | understand that if
you violently handle them, they will be
ruined, and if you stab at them with
a fork very much, they will not cook
well. Interventionism and violence are
poor means to generate great soci-
eties, just as they are poor means to
cook small fish.

As Lao Tzu and others who wrote on
the idea of wu wei understood, gov-
ernment has an important duty. It is
not to direct and manage the affairs
of the people, to give them commands
and edicts, to confiscate their goods or
intrude into their homes. Government
has the duty to create good rules and
help the people to coordinate their ac-
tions peacefully. When property rights
are well-defined, legally secured, and
easily transferrable through an efficient
legal system, the people themselves

create order, and do so on a scale never
dreamed by the planners and autocrats
— those who would gut and scale and
stab at us.

UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLES FOR
SOCIAL HARMONY

Freedom requires an ethical framework
of self-control, whether we use words
of Asian provenance, such as dhar-
ma or jen, li, and yi; or Greek and Latin
terms, such as peTn or virtus. Morali-
ty withers when the state goes beyond
its bounds, but morality and good be-
havior can regenerate when the state
secures the freedom of individuals to
control themselves. That creates a vir-
tuous circle. Good rules in society cre-
ate good behavior among individuals,
and good behavior creates good order
in society. As Gurcharan Das noted in
his essay on "The Dharma of Capital-
ism," which opened the Indian edition
of The Morality of Capitalism, "When
individuals behave in accordance with
dharma there is order, balance, and
trust within society."

Doing the right thing, following dhar-
ma, is not something applicable only
in heroic circumstances. In the great
philosophical discourse on duty known
as the Bhagavad Gita, "Dharma" is the
firstword. Arjuna, the protagonist of the
epic in which the discourse is set, must
decide whether to fight his own family
members in a terrible war. It is an oc-
casion for examination of one's duties,
but we should not think that dharma is
applicable only to great moral prob-
lems. Indeed, such heroically wrench-
ing moral choices tend to be the odd
cases, when dharma may be much
harder to discern. Being able to do
the right thing applies to everyday life,
wherein factitis really more important,
because when the rules are known and
dharma informs our characters, we do
theright thing without heroic exertions.
Those who assert that free societies,
free markets, and spontaneous orders
are amoral and disordered free-for-alls
fail to grasp the importance of free-

dom'’s ethical framework to social har-
mony.

We are told that classical liberalism is
never “from here." In England, | was told
that classical liberalism is not English,
but American; and in Germany that it is
not German, but Anglo-Saxon; and in
America that it is not American, but Eu-
ropean — or even a sneaky Asian strat-
agem to trick Americans into opening
their markets to all those wickedly low-
priced goods that Asians force Ameri-
cans to buy. It turns out that classical
liberalismis always a sneaky trick from
somewhere else to get "us" — whoever
“we" are — to abandon our traditional
deference to our rulers.

Liberty allows us to be ourselves, not
to be forced at gunpoint to follow
the model of others, but to live as we
choose, to exercise self-control, rather
than being subjected to the arbitrary
will of others.

Is liberty Asian? Is it European, or
American, or African? It is all of those
and more. We can all enjoy liberty, be-
cause your liberty does not diminish
mine, but enhances it. When we both
have liberty, we can cooperate, freely
and for mutual benefit. Liberty is the
global framework for prosperity, peace,
and harmony. Liberty in Asia is good
for Asians, who make up some 60 per-
cent of the world's population — but not
only for Asians. It is good for everyone
else, as well.

This essay was adapted from a keynote speech
titled "Asian Liberty Rising" given by Dr. Tom G.

Palmer at the third annual Asia Liberty Forum,
Feb. 18, 2016, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Dr. Tom G. Palmer and Jungie Ma of the Unirule
Institute in Beijing at Asia Liberty Forum 2016.
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Lessons in think tank management from industry leaders | Courses in the basics of launching a think tank

Case studies of successful think tank projects | Mentorships with luminaries of the free-market movement

‘I'm struggling to think of a 72-hour period in my professional life where | have learnt so much of such practical benefit
and I'm enormously grateful to the Atlas Network team for this innovative and inspiring event.”

— Mark Littlewood, director general of Institute of Economic Affairs regarding Atlas Network’s Transatlantic CEO Summit

“The Think Tank Leadership Training program has given me a fresh take on strategic planning, project management, and
marketing that will help my organization fine-tune its processes. Perhaps most valuable, however, were the connections
I made with leaders of other think tanks. Their unique input and perspectives have already been helpful in thinking about
how my group can be a more effective advocate for liberty, and | plan to seek their opinions in the future.”

— Christina Sandefur, executive vice president of Goldwater Institute

“Think Tank Leadership Training provided 360-degree exposure to my new start-up Advocata. It gave me confidence in
raising funds and developing a communications strategy, and the skill set to drive my think tank towards its objectives

and vision.” — Dhananath Fernando, chief operating officer of Advocata Institute in Sri Lanka

ATLAS
LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY

Enroll in Atlas Leadership Academy today, Atlas Network's training program
for think tank professionals around the world. AtlasNetwork.org/ALA



https://www.atlasnetwork.org/academy

A

COUNTRIES

ATTENDEES

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL MIAMI
SEPT 24-25, 2016

To register or to view full agenda and speakers, visit

AtlasNetwork.org/LibertyForum

HIGHLIGHTS

John Blundell Elevator
Pitch Competition
Think Tank MBA grads

take to the stage to
compete for a $1,000 prize,
pitching their organization
in 60 seconds or less.

Speed Networking
Make new friends and find
potential collaborators
within our audience of
freedom champions

in a fast-paced “speed
dating” format.

Lights, Camera,
Liberty! Film Festival
Will showcase the freedom
movement's best use

of video storytelling.

Unconference

Offers you an opportunity
to shape exciting new
projects by Atlas Network
partners through hands-
on sessions.

Special Speakers

John Stossel, Charles
Murray, José Pifiera,
Johan Norberg, and Atlas
Network's own Dr. Tom

G. Palmer will be among
the featured speakers
during Liberty Forum. On
Saturday night, our annual
Liggio Lecture will be given
by Prof. Lawrence White.



https://www.atlasnetwork.org/events/liberty-forum-freedom-dinner
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C
M

By Eric D. Dixon, Atlas Network

Brazil stands at anideological cross-
roads. Socialist ideas have had gener-
ations to grow in Brazil since they first
took root there more than 100 years
ago, interrupted by a long period of au-
thoritarian military dictatorship in the
late 20th century.

The country is now facing some of
its most difficult times. The economy,
the political landscape, and the overall
semblance of rule of law are crumbling.
This is causing many in the country,
especially young people, to lose hope.
There are some, though, who see an

RAZILS IDEOLOGICAL
ROSSROADS:
ENOS MARX; MAIS MISES

alternate path forward — a path that
embraces the core ideas of the rule of
law, a more limited government, and
an end to the cronyism and corruption
that has become so linked with the
Brazil narrative.
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Notlong ago, Brazil appeared to berid-
ing high. The global commodity boom
of the first decade of the 21st century
helped make the Brazilianeconomy the
world's seventh-largest in 2010. Since
that time, though, the Brazilian econo-
my has stagnated and is now actual-
ly shrinking — by 3.8 percent in 2015
and an expected 3.5 by the end of this
year. The youth unemployment rate is
higher than 15 percent — nearly 20 per-
cent for young women. Brazil's politi-
cal landscape is also crumbling, with
ongoing corruption scandals in the
highest political offices that suggest
rampant cronyism throughout govern-
ment and industry.

The people of Brazil are angry at a sys-
tem that has failed them, and ready for
change. As Nobel laureate economist
Milton Friedman observed, real change

of the state as a way to fight corruption
and restore economic growth. It is still
early to see the practical fruits of the
battle of ideas, but it is increasingly
clear that the champions of freedom
are gaining ground.”

The corruption charges against cur-
rent Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff
have inspired widespread protests,
and a suspension of her office for at
least 180 days after more than two
thirds of the Senate voted to begin im-
peachment proceedings. This kind of
independent proceeding is a crucial
component of the rule of law, holding
powerful leaders to the same standard
of justice as any other citizen. If this tri-
al finds Rousseff guilty of corruption, it
would set a precedent for fairness and
transparency in governance and create
new opportunities for reform. Indeed,

It is increasingly clear that the champions
of freedom are gaining ground. —piogo costa

usually happens only after a crisis, and
“the actions that are taken depend on
the ideas that are lying around.”" Atlas
Network partners in Brazil have spent
years laying groundwork for the ideas
of liberty to be present at this moment,
to provide a beacon of reason and
hope amid a turbulent political and
economic storm.

CORRUPTION VS. RULE OF LAW

“Brazilian public opinion has changed
significantly in the past few years,"
said Diogo Costa, president of the
Brazilian think tank Instituto Ordem
Livre. "Through think tanks, social
movements, social media, and new
political leaderships, we see classical
liberal ideas enter the public debate.
High-profile politicians fromtraditional
parties have responded to this change
in the climate of opinions. They are
now discussing how to reduce the size

interim President Michel Temer is tak-
ing encouraging steps to move Brazil's
government in a more responsible di-
rection, such as freezing expenditure
levels and restraining runaway budget
growth. Still, there remain supporters
of the Rousseff regime who hope to
preserve the system of favoritism that
has brought them wealth and power at
the expense of others, so it remains to
be seen how successful the interim re-
forms may prove to be.

“We need a political reform, as well as
to reduce the political 'parties' that ex-
ist only to get a share of public fund-
ing," said Rodrigo Constantino, chair-
man of Atlas Network partner Instituto
Liberal. "It's also very important to ap-
ply the rule of law, so that people can
realize it's costly to break the laws. If
we opened our commercial frontiers,
privatized our state-owned companies,
and used the state only to invest in

justice and education — with vouch-
ers — that would change our fate. But
it's easier said than done, and first we
have to fight against our culture and
all those people that take advantage
of the status quo, especially the [labor]
unions."

ROOTS OF SOCIALISM IN BRAZIL

Socialist ideas initially began to take
root in Brazil when the First Socialist
Congress was established in 1892, fol-
lowed later the same year by another
Socialist Congress and the Workers'
Socialist Party. Growth of that ide-
ology in Brazil eventually led to the
Brazilian Communist Party in 1922. A
full-fledged military coup in 1964 es-
sentially amounted to fighting fire with
fire, pitting socialism against autocrat-
ic authoritarianism — and it lasted for
more than 20 years. That dictatorship
ended more than three decades ago,
when new democratic elections were
allowed again in 1985, but the intellec-
tual climate since then has been root-
ed in the statist and populist ideas that
now dominate and have led to Brazil's
current crisis.

“Brazilian people are used to a very
socialist view when it comes to state's
roleinsociety," Constantino said. "They
hate politicians, but they love the state
as an abstraction. It's a paradox, but
it's something that comes from a long
time ago. That's why they distrust the
profit motive and entrepreneurs, while
they look at the federal government as
a kind of panacea to solve all our prob-
lems. We have to change the mentality
there, and it's not something easy that
can be donein one generation only. It's
going to take a while, and it needs lots
of effort. Our teachers are almost all
leftists, and they indoctrinate young
minds with socialism. Our journal-
ists are leftists as well. Our media is
biased and we don't have the other
side as in the United States with Fox
News. Almost all political parties sup-
port state's intervention and a 'social’

Atlas Network's quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement

15



Brazil's New Generation of Freedom Champions

Diogo Costa
President
Instituto Ordem Livre

Carlos Goées
Chief research officer
Instituto Mercado Popular

Rodrigo Constantino
Chairman
Instituto Liberal

agenda. So, as we can see, the chal-
lenges are great, but we can see some
signs of improvement in all those ar-
eas."

Bringing greater freedom and justice
to Brazil will take more than dissemi-
nating the ideas of liberty. It will also
require redirecting anger at corruption
in the current regime into a movement
that insists on a consistent rule of law
for every leader and every political fac-
tion that hopes to attain power. It's not
enough to be fed up with the system
— the new intellectual vanguard also
needs to present a clear vision for what
should replace it.

“There are three big challenges in this
moment,” said Carlos Goes, chief re-
search officer at Instituto Mercado
Popular, a Brazilian think tank modeled
after the rigorous policy research and
data-driven journalism of organiza-
tions like the Cato Institute. “First, we
must translate broad anti-government
sentiment — currently felt by everyone
from social conservatives to members
of the far left — into broad pro-liberty
sentiment that can achieve lasting re-

forms where they matter most. Sec-
ond, we need to be pragmatic and influ-
ence policy at the margin, so we move
toward a freer and fairer society. Final-

tudantes Pela Liberdade (EPL). Young
people are more likely to be open to a
new way of understanding the world
around them, and this intellectual cu-

It's now outdated to support Che
Guevara and it's in fashion to talk about
libertarianism. Winds are changing.

—Rodrigo Constantino

ly, we need to ensure the Brazilian free-
dom movement can continue to grow,
which means finding ways to diversify
our funding base."

LIBERTY FOR A NEW GENERATION

To a population that has been raised
for decades on a steady diet of social-
ist propaganda, a new freedom-ori-
ented perspective can be a hard sell.
Libertarian ideas have proven increas-
ingly popular, however, with a new
generation of youth, explained Rafael
Dal Molin, president of the National
Council for Atlas Network partner Es-

riosity has proven to be a source of ex-
plosive growth for the student group.

“EPL had been going through an amaz-
ing period of growth in the last two
years,” Molin said. "We went from 100
local coordinators to more than 600.
This growth, although being very good,
has presented new challenges for the
organization. We're at a moment when
we have to adapt and improve all of our
processes and management methods
for this new reality. One of our policies
is constant and quick change. This is
how we're always able to improve our
results and find new challenges. At-
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We must translate broad anti-government sentiment —
currently felt by everyone from social conservatives to
members of the far left — into broad pro-liberty sentiment
that can achieve lasting reforms where they matter most.

tending the Think Tank Startup Training
that Atlas Network held in Brazil was
key for this new phase of EPL, helping
us troubleshoot problems and continue
our growth."

A climate that celebrates the ideas of
liberty is necessary, but not sufficient
to overcome the challenges facing
Brazil. The country will inevitably face
a painful economic adjustment after
such a long track record of reckless
government policies, and people natu-
rally clamor for quick fixes when they
face financial hardship. A lasting solu-
tion therefore requires institutional re-
forms that decrease the discretionary
power of government officials.

“On a policy level, it is imperative to end
government interventionism through
public banks,” Costa said. "State finan-
cialinstitutions have surpassed private
banks in total credit supply since 2013.
A transitional government may give
policymakers an opportunity to reduce
the size of the state and take other im-
portant measures that Brazil has put
on a hold for too long, such as tackling
an unsustainable public pension sys-
tem, simplifying the tax system, and
opening up the Brazilian economy."”

ATLAS NETWORK PARTNERS
REFRAMING THE DEBATE

In addition to the organizations already
mentioned, an array of independent At-
las Network partners in Brazil are doing
the heavy lifting of reforming the intel-
lectual climate and the policy debate.
Together, they are spreading the ideas

—Carlos Goes

of liberty in new and innovative ways,
proposing practical and politically
possible solutions to current crises,
and bringing people together to share
ideas and resources in their shared
ideological battle.

For the past 29 years, Instituto de Es-
tudos Empresariais has hosted Forum
da Liberdade, with Atlas Network sup-
port during the past five years. This
forum attracts more than 5,000 peo-
ple annually to discuss Brazil's most
pressing issues, promoting free-mar-
ket solutions. Instituto Ludwig von
Mises Brasil went from publishing
articles and book translations to or-
ganizing high-level conferences that
attracted massive media attention, as
well as starting the first post-graduate
course on Austrian economics in Bra-
zil. Spotniks, a successful pro-liberty
online magazine, started from scratch
about a year ago and built such a dy-
namic social media presence that it
now claims more readers than some
of the country's more established
magazines.

“There has been an explosion of liber-
ty-oriented independent media chan-
nels, activist groups, and think tanks
in Brazil," Goes said. "Organizations
such as Instituto Ordem Livre and Es-
tudantes Pela Liberdade helped recruit
and train a lot of talented individuals.
After some years, these individuals
started their own projects, unrelated
to the original institutions. They are
involved in social movements, political
parties, academia, and research insti-
tutions. They have their own blogs, but

also write for the mainstream media.
This is great, because it truly gives a
spontaneous and bottom-up struc-
ture to the movement, with a plethora
of different strategies. We don't know
which one is the most efficient strategy
or whether any particular organization
will thrive, but this diversified portfolio
of institutions is certainly more likely to
deliver a good result than a centralized
organization."

The delicate work of advancing the
ideas of liberty and sound economics
is never done. There will always be peo-
ple who want to exploit and subjugate
others for their own gain, presenting
new challenges and obstacles to a free
society. The free-market think tanks of
Brazil are poised to meet those chal-
lenges through work that is thoughtful
and careful, bold and rigorous.

“l don't believe in miracles or in magic
solutions,” Constantino said. "So | think
we are far away from a free country.
It's going to take a while, and it's go-
ing to be a tough road ahead. But we
don't have reason to despair. We have
youth learning more and more about
liberalism. We see young people carry-
ing signs in the streets that read: ‘More
Mises, less Marx,' and students fighting
for the first time against communism
in schools and universities. It's outdat-
ed to support Che Guevara now, and
it's in fashion to talk about libertarian-
ism. Winds are changing. There's still a
long way to go, but we have reason to
be optimists."F

Atlas Network’s quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement
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{ IMPACT CASE STUDY }

INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE'S STORYTELLING
MEETS COMPREHENSIVE DATA TO BOLSTER
LIBERTY LITIGATION

It's not always easy to convince people
that they should care about other peo-
ple's problems — everyone faces their
own challenges, and worrying about
others instead can seem like a dis-
tant priority. The Institute for Justice
(1), an Atlas Network partner based
in Arlington, Va., decided that in order
to succeed in its work as a public in-

SEIZE FIRST,
QUESTION LATER:

soon realized that in order to commu-
nicate effectively just how universally
representative those personal strug-
gles truly were, it needed to bolster
each story with a robust foundation of
data-driven social science research.

IJ officially launched its Strategic Re-
search Program in 2006, 15 years after
the organization's founding. This new

POLICIN G

PROFIT

The Abuse of c:

set Forfeiture

THE 1R AND CIVIL FORFEITURE

terest law firm protecting individual
rights, it would need to tell compelling
stories aboutindividuals who highlight
the personal nature of the struggle for
fundamental freedoms to live, work,
and own property. That approach has
helped 1J shift public opinion on a
number of issues, but the organization

emphasis on authoritative analysis
helped demonstrate the entrenched
and pervasive ways in which govern-
ments violate individual rights. [J's
Strategic Research Program is fea-
tured in one of Atlas Network's new
Think Tank Impact case studies, a pub-
lication series that breaks down the de-
tails of successful projects from part-

ner organizations. Each case study
shows, step by step, how partner proj-
ects were accomplished and how the
lessons they provide can be applied
to other countries and communities
around the world.

The IJ case study explains how the or-
ganization first developed its research
capacity a few years earlier, as a pre-

cursor to the full program, by gather-
ing data about every case of the use or
threat of eminent domain property tak-
ings to facilitate private development,
rather than for a public purpose like
roads or utilities. IJ documented more
than 10,000 such cases in a five-year
period, resulting in a landmark 2003
publication, Public Power, Private Gain,
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Whether your audience is a judge, lawmakers, media,
or the general public, a message that resonates both
emotionally and empirically is one that is likely to win.

which led to a major story on the 60
Minutes television program and an
eventual hearing of IJ's Kelo v. City of
New London case before the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

IJ formalized this analytical effort in
its full Strategic Research Program,
and brought new rigor to its extensive
litigation work. Another significant ac-
complishment during the subsequent
years was its 2010 milestone study
Policing for Profit,about civil asset for-
feiture. It comprehensively chronicled
the routine, nationwide violation of
due process rights when police seize
the property of people who are mere-
ly suspects in criminal cases, without
convictions or even charges filed.

By spending years doing the heavy lift-
ing of thorough investigation and data
compilation, IJ created a comprehen-
siveresource notonly forits ownlitiga-
tion needs, but triggered a wave of cov-
erage from publications like the New
Yorker,the Washington Post, the Miami
Herald, the Atlantic, and many more.
Ultimately, Policing for Profitinspired a
national conversation about civil asset
forfeiture, providing investigative jour-
nalists with federal case information
and data from every state.

“The model of the Strategic Research
Program team has proven effective at
elevating issues and illustrating key
conceptsthatarerelevantto lJ's litiga-
tion efforts,” the case study explains.

“By designing research to meet specif-
iccommunications and litigation goals,
without sacrificing quality (research
projects are often painstaking and
lengthy in duration), the Strategic Re-
search Program team is able to define
its framework for making decisions."

The project examples included in this
case study are only a portion of the
extensive and ongoing work that I1J's
Strategic Research Program team
continues to undertake. Its ongoing
success with this research-intensive
background as a foundation for tell-
ing compelling and personal stories
demonstrates how other organizations
can enhance their own work with a sim-
ilar multi-layered approach.

“While only a minority of Atlas Net-
work's partners employ litigation
strategies, |J's approach shows how
effective it can be to pair personal sto-
ries with robust data," explains Cindy
Cerquitella, Atlas Network's director
of training. "Whether your audience is
a judge, lawmakers, media, or the gen-
eral public, a message that resonates
both emotionally and empirically is one
that is likely to win." k|

Want to take a deep dive
into the case studies of
the Worldwide Freedom
Movement?

Atlas Network believes that some
of the best lessons for achieving
impact are taught by sharing suc-
cess stories of similar organiza-
tions. The case study highlighted
on these pages features the work
of the Institute for Justice, a final-
ist for Atlas Network's prestigious
Templeton Freedom Award In

2015. If you would like more in-

depth analysis, guidance, and dis-
cussion, be sure to participate in
Atlas Leadership Academy's Think
Tank Impact online course, which
includes case studies about oth-
er award-winning projects. This
course, run quarterly throughout
the year, allows participants to
learn, share, and address organiza-
tional challenges along with others
from the worldwide freedom move-
ment. New case studies are being
published all the time, so keep an
eye out for future publications and
recommend this course to your
colleagues.

Atlas Network’s quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement
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REGIONAL LIBERTY FORUMS 2016

In 2016, Atlas Network launched an aggressive initiative to bring its "Coach, Compete, Celebrate” strategy to every continent
via Regional Liberty Forums and related trainings and awards programs.

Replicating the excitement of Atlas Network's annual Liberty Forumin the United States, these regional conferences strength-
en the ties among free-market organizations, challenge them to be more ambitious, and celebrate programs that are driving
high-impact results.

In the first half of 2016, Atlas Network worked with local host partners to make a success of its Latin America Liberty Forum
(Universidad Francisco Marroquin, Guatemala); Asia Liberty Forum (IDEAS, Malaysia); Europe Liberty Forum (Institute of
Economic Affairs, U.K.); and Africa Liberty Forum (IMANI Center for Policy and Education, Ghana).

Staff of the Institute of Economic Affairs (U.K.) and Atlas Network pose together at the conclusion of a festive Europe Liberty Forum that attracted
147 participants from 23 countries.
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They said that we would never win, given the
Nordic legal tradition of parliamentary sovereignty
and a strong preference for collective welfare
rights. .. However, so far, we have received about
200 judgments — and our clients have prevailed in
nine out of 10 cases. — Clarence Crafoord

Clarence Crafoord of Sweden-based Centre for Justice receiving the Europe Liberty Award for its Litigating for Individual Liberty and Fundamental
Rights project: The Nordic Individual Rights Revolution.

(Above) Morilyn Wambui takes a selfie with her classmates at the Intermediate Think Tank Train-
ing program held immediately following Africa Liberty Forum.

(Right) Nathan Tjirimuje of Namibia-based Chevauchee Foundation wins Atlas Network's inaugu-
ral Africa Liberty Award for a program introducing Austrian economics and public choice theory
to high school and university students across the country.

! ! For as long as there has been a Namibian State, there have been attempts to use state power to change and
organise our society. This has produced genocide, racial discrimination, and in the post-independence era,
seccessionist uprisings and ethnic tension. The time has come for us to try something else. — Nathan Tjirimuje , ,
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Brad Lips of Atlas Network; winners of the 2016 Latin America Liberty Just weeks before his passing, Giancarlo Ibargiien of Universidad Francisco
Awards: José Francisco Lagos Garrido (Instituto Res Publica, Chile); Marroquin (center) is honored at the Latin America Liberty Forum with the
Augustin Etchebarne (Libertad y Progreso, Argentina); Claudia Regil establishment of a new prize in his name.

(Instituto de Pensamiento Estratégico Agora A.C., Mexico); Alex Chafuen of

Atlas Network; and Gabriel Calzada from Universidad Francisco Marroquin.

(Left) Following the Latin America Liberty Forum, Atlas
Network convened a special donor tour that concluded with a
hike up one of the volcanoes outside Antigua.

(Above) Marion Mitchell (left) takes in the beauty of Guate-
mala's Lake Atitlan.
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Atlas Network’s donor tour of Guatemala also included a visit to La Cima, a private school for the poor in Comalapa, founded by Antonio Cali (kneel-
ing in red), who was inspired by learning the ideas of liberty via Universidad Francisco Marroquin programs.

Atlas Network Chairman of the Board Dan Grossman presents the Asia Dr. Tom G. Palmer with attendees of Asia Liberty Forum held in Malaysia in
Liberty Award to Nepal-based Samriddhi’'s Robin Sitoula for its Econ-ity February 2016.
project.
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THIS QUARTER IN WORLD10

Atlas Network's World10 is a biweekly report of the top 10 happenings around the world in the global freedom movement,
featuring the work of Atlas Network partners. "This Quarter in World10" is a quarterly review of the best of those stories.
If you are not already receiving the World10 report, visit us online at AtlasNetwork.org/page/World10-signup to subscribe.

1. More young people than ever look to FEE for economic education

Foundation for Economic Education
Atlanta, Ga., United States

For 70 years, the Foundation for Economic Education (FEE) has been spreading
knowledge of crucial economic concepts and the ideas of liberty to generation
after generation. Today, FEE is focused on redefining what it means to succeed in
its educational mission, and in the process it is reaching more people than ever.
FEE expects its website to host 7 million people experiencing 10 million pieces of
content in 2016, up from 4 million visitors in 2015. More than half of the website
traffic comes from mobile users, about half of new users are below the age of 35,
and people from 200 countries have visited so far in 2016.

About FEE

FEE's missionis toinspire, educate and connect future leaders with the economic,
ethical and legal principles of a free society. Established by the late Leonard Read
in 1946 to popularize the freedom philosophy, FEE in recent years has sharpened
its focus on high school and college students so they receive the inspiration and
education to become effective advocates for liberty and the free-market system.
FEE opened an office in Atlanta, Ga., in 2011 after Lawrence Reed assumed the
role of president. It then moved its full operation to Atlanta as it prepared to sell
its longtime headquarters in Irvington, N.Y. (FEE.org)

"The challenges to liberty are daunting but the energy to meet them is as strong as I've ever seen.
If you let the newspaper headlines or the television news be your windows to the world, you'll miss
the most consequential undercurrent of our time: A growing wildfire of activities promoting liberty
and free markets. When we win the future, a lot of people are going to scratch their heads and say,
‘Wow, we didn't see that coming!™ — Lawrence W. Reed, President, Foundation for Economic Education
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2. Enabling a better business environment in Ghana

IMANI Center for Policy and Education
Accra, Ghana

Entrepreneurs can't bring innovative ideas to market when countless regulatory hur-
dles stand in their way, but Ghana is taking practical steps to improve the country's
business climate with afour-year programtitled “Business Enabling Environment Pro-
gramme" (BEEP). To help guide this program, Franklin Cudjoe, founding president and
CEO of Ghana-based IMANI Center for Policy and Education, has been appointed to
the Users Committee of the Commercial Court of the Republic of Ghana.

About IMANI

Ghana-based IMANI seeks to stimulate public discussion of the promotion of eco-
nomic prosperity rights, the rule of law, open and unconditional trade, free speech,
and decentralization of power and resources. IMANI will accomplish this mission by
continuing to educate individuals on the value of free markets and human initiative
made manifest through entrepreneurship. (imaniafrica.org)

‘Getting people involved in their community and government is essential for continued and
growing prosperity in Ghana. IMANI is helping accomplish this by shaping the national, regional,

and global agenda in order to close the ‘citizen participation gap’ in the governance process.”
— Franklin Cudjoe, Founding President & CEO, IMANI

3. Paternalistic health regulations in New Zealand violate personal choice

The New Zealand Initiative
Wellington, New Zealand

When government officials decide they know how other people should live their lives,
they tend to consider virtually every aspect of human behavior as ripe for their inter-
ference. A new study from the New Zealand Initiative examines how the country's
paternalistic “public health” movement has waged a war against the disfavored life-
style choices of its citizens through taxation, regulation, and propaganda campaigns
against food, alcohol, tobacco, e-cigarettes, and more — violating individual prefer-
ences and personal conscience in the process.

About the New Zealand Initiative

The mission of the New Zealand Initiative is to develop policies to make New Zea-
land a better country for all its citizens. This organization believes all New Zealanders
deserve aworld-class education system, affordable housing, a healthy environment,
sound public finances, and a stable currency. The New Zealand Initiative pursues
this goal by producing well-researched reports and hosting high-level conferences
and events. (NZInitiative.org.nz)

‘In international rankings, New Zealand regularly comes out on top for
economic freedom, good governance and absence of corruption. However,

it is not enough to celebrate past achievements; [we mustl ensure that New
Zealand remains a free and prosperous country. That is the mission of The New
Zealand Initiative." — Oliver Hartwich, Executive Director, The New Zealand Initiative
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4. Cato Institute presents journalist
Flemming Rose with Milton Friedman Prize
for courageous defense of free speech

Cato Institute
Washington, D.C., United States

Danish journalist Flemming Rose found himself at the center of
controversy in 2005 after his newspaper published a set of edito-
rial cartoons depicting the Islamic prophet Muhammad. Rose's
recent book, The Tyranny of Silence, recounts that period and
explains why it is important to take an active role in defending
theright to speak and publish. For his work advancing the cause
of free speech, the Cato Institute has awarded Rose the 2016
Milton Friedman Prize for Advancing Liberty.

Nadine Strossen, former president of the American Civil Liberties Union and
current John Marshall Harlan Il Professor of Law at New York Law School, with
Flemming Rose.

5. Lower food prices in Israel through agricultural deregulation

Jerusalem Institute for Market Studies

Jerusalem, Israel

InFebruary 2016, Israel's finance minister announced that the country would lower tariffs, eliminate central agricultural plan-
ning, and rescind several food-related regulations. These reforms — delivering lower prices to Israelis — followed a series of
studies by the Jerusalem Institute for Market Studies, calling for food industry deregulation.

26

6. i-torney pocket lawyer app protects legal rights in India

India Institute
New Delhi, India

In order to exercise their rights, people have to have reliable information about the law. India
Institute has developed a new app named "i-torney: your pocket lawyer," designed to serve
as an easily accessible tool to help people in India understand more about their legal rights,
especially during interactions with law enforcement. Launched on Jan. 26, the i-torney app
pitch won Atlas Network's $25,000 Think Tank Shark Tank competition at Liberty Forum &
Freedom Dinner 2014.

(Left) Baladevan Rangaraju, founder and director of India Institute
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7. FGA's work on welfare reform in Kansas

The Foundation for Government Accountability
Naples, Fla., United States

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback spearheaded a set of welfare reforms in 2013 establishing work requirements and time limits
for benefits, finding in subsequent years that “Americans freed from welfare don't just find a way to survive, they thrive,"
Brownback reports in a recent commentary in The Hill, co-written with Tarren Bragdon, CEO of Foundation for Government
Accountability. “Americans are understandably frustrated by the growth of welfare spending and they continue to see the
negative effects long-term government dependence has both on afiscal and moral level,” Bragdon said. On May 16, Brown-
back signed a new bill into law that, according to the Wichita Eagle's report, "will reduce the number of months families can
receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. Brownback said the tighter deadlines will encourage people to re-enter
the workforce sooner."

8. Achieving tax reform for small and medium size businesses in Albania

Foundation for Economic Freedom
Tirana, Albania

Governments have an endless appetite for spending taxpayer money, so preventing new tax hikes from passing is a difficult
task — let alone eliminating existing taxes. Albania-based Foundation for Economic Freedom (FEF) has done exactly that,
by putting together a successful campaign against a plan by the Albanian government to raise taxes. FEF's efforts have
been so successful that the government not only retreated, but also announced it would abolish annual taxes for small and
medium businesses.

9. Analyzing efficiency of state-owned enterprises in Sri Lanka

Advocata Institute
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Government agencies are insulated from the profit and loss signals of dynamic markets, so
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) tend to be chronically inefficient and wasteful, hemorrhag-
ing taxpayer money without providing competitive products and services. Advocata Institute,
based in Sri Lanka, has released its first comprehensive report, “The State of State Enterpris-
es in Sri Lanka," which breaks down SOE efficiency statistics. Only 22 percent of Sri Lankan
SOEs have made financial data available to the public, the report notes.

10. Little Sisters of the Poor's victory thanks to The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty

The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty
Washington, D.C., United States

Religious groups that oppose abortion as a matter of con-
science have struggled to maintain an exemption from the
Obamacare mandates that require providing birth control
and morning-after medication themselves withouthaving
to pay the government'’s heavy punitive fines. The Becket
Fund for Religious Liberty has been defending one such
group, the Little Sisters of the Poor, a group of Catholic
nuns who care for the elderly poor. They had a victory at
the U.S. Supreme Court on May 16, striking down the dra-
conian government fines.
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ATLAS NETWORK'S 35™ ANNIVERSARY EVENT

Atlas Network celebrated its 35th anniversary in San Francisco with a special event on How the Entrepreneur Can Disrupt Politics.

Atlas Network supporters Chris Rufer, Dale Bottoms, Kathy Washburn, and Vanessa Barbee are pictured with Dr. Tom G. Palmer (center).

Brad and Stephanie Lips with Susan and Arthur Chait. Dr. Tom G. Palmer with Atlas Network supporter
Kirk McGowan.
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Atlas Advisory Council member Nadine Prah with
Alex Chafuen with Patti and Jerry Hume. ~ Giovanna Ames and Susan Easton.

Temba Nolutshungu of Free Market Foundation in South Africa explains his  Steve Hilton of Crowdpac speaks on how technology can make
strategy for empowering the poor through property rights.  government more accountable and more accessible.
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FREEDOM CHAMPIONS AROUND THE NETWORK

At an Atlas Network workshop in Spain, Cristian Larroulet, Director
of Investigations in the School of Economy and Business at
Universidad del Desarrollo, coaches partners working toward free-
market policy reforms.

Sarwagya Raj Pandey of Nepal-based Bikalpa, An Alternative introduc- John Stossel (right), who headlined a pair of Atlas Network events in Florida, is
es his country’s major policy challenges at an Atlas Network workshop pictured with Brad Lips and Christine Blundell.
on policy research methods.

Alvaro Salas of Democracy Lab (Costa Rica) behind the camera at Sally Pipes (Pacific Research Institute) discusses health care reform
Atlas Network's Lights, Camera, Liberty! training for Latin America. alternatives at one of Atlas Network's regular events in New York City.
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INTERNATION

 STUDENTS FOR LIBERTY

F ERENCE

Contestants in the Atlas Network—sponsored Student Impact Competition at the International Students for Liberty Conference. University of Michigan
student Kayla Garthus (center) won for her “Realities of Socialism" project.

Mark Littlewood (Institute of Economic Affairs) answers a question from Atlas Network ~ Dr. Devi Prasad speaking at the CPPR—Atlas Leadership
supporter Fred Young, following a New York event on the topic of Brexit. Academy Public Policy Research Methods School in May in
Kochi, India.
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[supporTER sPoTLIGHT] DALE BOTTOMS

Fighting for freedom around the world
is a tricky business. The enemies of
liberty are well funded and have no
qualms utilizing state and taxpayer re-
sources to get their way. Atlas Network
does not accept government funds on
principle, so we and our entire team of
more than 450 partner organizations
rely on financial support from private
sources. Fortunately, the Atlas Net-
work community is made up of dedi-
cated philanthropists who understand
the importance of our mission, individ-
uals like our friend and freedom cham-
pion Dale Bottoms.

A longtime supporter of liberty and
supporter of many organizations, Dale
has become increasingly involved in

Atlas Network over the past few years.
Not only has he traveled from his Las
Vegas home to meet our partners at
Atlas Network events in New York and
San Francisco, this past January he
made the journey abroad to see the im-
pact of his investment firsthand at our
first ever Latin America Liberty Forum
and donor tour of Guatemala.

“l had such a great time on my trip to
the first Foro de la Libertad in January,”
Dale recounted. "The Atlas Network
tour afterwards was excellent. What a
great group of people we were — all the
participants were so amicable and in-
teresting. Though | am an experienced
Latin American traveler, | learned so
much and had a wonderful time during

my entire visit to Guatemala.”

Dale and his fellow participants were
able to see Atlas Network's impact up
close while also enjoying an off-the-
beaten-path tour of Guatemala's most
intriguing attractions, including Lake
Atitlan, the ancient Chichicastenango
Market, and the cobblestone streets of
colonial Antigua.

Thanks to the support of Dale and our
community of dedicated supporters,
Atlas Network is growing around the
world, helping our partners overcome
immense obstacles to have a real im-
pact for liberty in their home countries.

. Atlas Network provides its supporters with resources and interesting
opportunities to become informed about the efforts to increase liberty

throughout the world.

. Atlas Network helps fight world poverty through education about the im-

portance of a free-market economic system.

. Atlas Network has the contacts and knowledge to be able to efficiently
deploy assets to support the global liberty movement. The funds that it
distributes are of crucial importance to both nascent and established

libertarian organizations.

Atlas Network supporter Dale Bottoms with Latin America Liberty Forum keynote speaker Gloria Alvarez.
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DISCOVER+ BENEFITS
o« GIVING WISELY

DID YOU KNOW THERE ARE .
CREATIVE WAYS TO SUPPORT FOR MORE INFORMATION:

ATLAS NETWORK? Please contact Stephanie Giovanetti Lips at
Stephanie@AtlasNetwork.org, or
202-449-8449, to discover how you can
leave Atlas Network in your estate plans.

Ways in which Atlas Network, you, and your
loved ones all benefit at the same time?

Such giving techniques are called “planned
gifts,” because with thoughtful planning, Visit AtlasNetwork.plannedgiving.org to learn more.
you create win-win solutions for you and

Atlas Network.

“Don’t worry. You don’t need a will.
The government will take care of it for you.

5

Some people with the most to give never do...

Why? Because they leave one simple thing undone:
They never write a will.

Did you know more than 50 percent of Americans pass away
without one? What they leave behind is broken hearts in their
family and no legacy to the organizations they believe in.

Organizations like Atlas Network.

Writing a will isn’t difficult and it’s well worth the time. It’s also

a great opportunity to make a gift that costs nothing during your
lifetime. For more information please contact us below to discover
how you can leave Atlas Network in your estate plans.

Because of you, we’re going places. Thank you.
Stephanie Giovanetti Lips

e
@ ?ﬁ Stephanie@AtlasNetwork.org
ATWAS atlasnetwork.plannedgiving.org

S 202-449-8449

Keep an eye out for our mailer!



http://www.atlasnetwork.plannedgiving.org/
http://www.atlasnetwork.plannedgiving.org/
mailto: Stephanie@AtlasNetwork.org

A DEMANDING

VOICE IN ARGENTINA

By Candelaria de Elizald

Argentina has suffered over the last
12 years as a result of a government
that has implemented inefficient popu-
list policies, leading to stagnation and
an overall decrease in prosperity. The
state became increasingly involved
in both the public and private lives of
Argentines during the successive pres-
idencies of Néstor Kirchner and then
his widow Cristina Kirchner.

My organization, Libertad y Progreso
(Spanish for “Freedom and Progress"),
was formed in the midst of this storm
when three small Buenos Aires—based
organizationsmergedtocreateaninde-
pendent think tank. Its directors — Aldo
Abram, Manuel Solanet, and Agustin
Etchebarne — abandoned their comfort
zones in the private sector and dedi-
cated themselves full-time to steering
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Argentina's intellectual climate toward
individual liberty.

Working alongside them throughout
this process was an enriching expe-
rience for me, and a great personal
challenge. | had previously worked in
education at a foundation with Edu-
ardo Marty, a great freedom fighter in
our country. While there, | first became
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aware of the benefits of a free-market
economy and a free society, although
I still didn't fully believe in them. Work-
ing at Libertad y Progreso, first with
Agustin Etchebarne and later with Aldo
Abram and Manuel Solanet, | started
reading more about the ideas of liberty
and understanding why Argentina will
never again be prosperous unlessitre-
turns to the path of freedom.

When we were all getting started in the
think tank world, one of the first and
most important steps we took was
to enroll in Atlas Leadership Acade-
my (ALA), in order to ensure that key
team members were trained. This
helped make our work as efficient as
possible, given our scarce resources.

When we were all getting started in the think tank
world, one of the first and most important steps we
took was to enroll in Atlas Leadership Academy.

At ALA, | learned the basic principles
of organizational management and
strategic planning, many of which still
guide my work today. Furthermore,
ALA allowed me to develop valuable
relationships with intellectual entre-
preneurs and think tank leaders from
all around the world, many of whom |
still maintain contact with today. We
have not only collaborated on various
projects throughout the year, we have
also developed meaningful and lasting
friendships in the process.

We knew that 2015, an election year in
Argentina, would strongly determine
our country's path forward. We also
knew that the voices arguing for free-
dom and change were being drowned
out by populist rhetoric. With this in
mind, we took the stage at Atlas Net-
work'sThink Tank Shark Tank Competi-
tion to compete for part of the funding
that would allow us to launch a video

series on YouTube. We hoped these
videos would offer Argentines an alter-
native to the populist lies that they had
been told for years. Although we did
not win the competition's top prize, two
judges believed in our vision so much
that they decided to fund our project
themselves. With that, the “Aprender
Volando" (“Already on The Road to Serf-
dom") video series was born.

The impact of this project was over-
whelming. We have had more than
8 million views, and the videos have
played a role during an important mo-
ment in Argentina's political history.
Several politicians used "Aprender Vo-
lando" videos during their campaignsin
order to show that there is an alterna-

tive to populism. One candidate in par-
ticular, Mauricio Macri, was shown the
“Populism vs. Republic" video during a
broadcast interview and asked wheth-
er he agreed with its content. Not only
did Macri say yes — later in his cam-
paign, the future president of Argenti-
na told a TV news journalist to show

our "Aprender Volando" video to under-
stand why the country must turn away
from destructive populism. We are so
proud to have played a role in this sea
change in ideas in Argentina that was
reflected in Macri's election.

My involvement with ALA has not only
supported and reinforced my intellectu-
al journey, but it has played an instru-
mental role in the work I'm doing at
Libertad y Progreso. Our challenge now
is to help show the new government
which choices will work best, sustain
our efforts to influence the intellectual
climate and public opinion, and contin-
ue working to achieve a broad cultural
change. We must help the public under-
stand why they should demand better

ATLAS
LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY

economic policies and a government
reined in by the rule of law, transparen-
cy, and accountability. FJ

Candelaria de Elizalde is general coordinator at
Fundacion Libertad y Progreso and a graduate of
Atlas Leadership Academy.

Candelaria de Elizalde presenting to Think Tank Shark Tank judges in 2014.
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IN MEMORIAM

Andrew Coulson
(May 6, 1967 — Feb. 7, 2016)

One of the leading intellects in edu-
cational choice, Cato Institute Senior
Fellow Andrew Coulson, passed away
on Feb. 7 after battling brain cancer
for the prior 15 months. Coulson de-
voted much of his career to making
the case for educational freedom at
both the Mackinac Center for Public
Policy and the Cato Institute, where
he led the Center for Educational
Freedom. Countless children have
brighter futures today because Coul-
son spent so many years arguing for
their educational freedom and build-
ing a practical case for systemic re-
form.

Giancarlo Ibargiien
(Oct. 15,1963 — March 9, 2016)

Giancarlo Ibargiien was a leading fig-
ure in the free-market movement in
Guatemala, where he served as presi-
dent of Universidad Francisco Marro-
quin between 2003 and 2013, and be-
yond. Atlas Network was honored to
showcase the launch of a new annual
prize program in Ibargiien's name,
developed by the Hispanic American
Center for Economic Research, at the
Latin America Liberty Forum in Janu-
ary 2016. Ibargiien passed away six
weeks later, after a long, spirited fight
against ALS.

John Taylor
(July 31, 1953 — April 6, 2016)

John Taylor co-founded the Virgin-
ia Institute of Public Policy in 1996
with his wife Lynn, to strengthen
the coalition for limited government
in Richmond. John passed away
on April 6 in Fishersville, Va. His son
Caleb Taylor reflected, "For the last
20 years my Dad has fought for the
freedoms that most Virginians take
for granted. He was the man who
stoodinthe gap againstthe corporat-
ist excess that is so prevalent from
both sides of the aisle in postmodern
American politics.” Atlas Network of-
fers its support and encouragement
to the Virginia Institute for Public
Policy as it continues the important
work John began. Under the leader-
ship of the newly elected president
and CEQO, Lynn Taylor, the Virginia In-
stitute has taken up watch in the gap
left by John's passing.
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[ INSIDE ATLAS NETWORK'}

THE INTERN TEAM

“My goal is to create a setting where interns feel comfortable learning office skills, appreciate the value of networking, and
develop a love for learning a wide spectrum of ideas and topics -- from classical liberal heroes to history, pop culture, and
the daily news. We currently employ six former interns in Atlas Network staff positions and are proud of the work our in-
terns are doing at the Washington Free Beacon, Competitive Enterprise Institute, Americans for Prosperity, and many roles
in free-market groups overseas."

— Kristina Crane
Operations Manager, Intern Coordinator, Assistant to Dr. Tom G. Palmer

Back Row: Austin Skiera, Najib Afghan, Phillip Bader, James Anderson, Luke Markovitch
Front Row: Yamila Feccia, Aryana Petrosky, Virginia Birkofer, Kristina Crane
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We want your feedback

We would love to hear what you think of our new Freedom's Champion
quarterly print publication. Freedom's Champion will replace our quar-
terly Highlights newsletter. What do you think of the new design? What
do you think of the types of stories we've included? How can we make it
even better? Email me at Daniel. Anthony@AtlasNetwork.org and let me
know your thoughts. | look forward to hearing from you as we continue
to fine-tune our new publication!

Daniel Anthony
Editor-in-Chief of Freedom's Champion and Vice President of Marketing & Communications

Support the vision

Your gift will be highly leveraged and will help Atlas Network cultivate a
highly effective and expansive global network of independent partners
committed to advancing our shared vision. Make your tax-deductible
gift at AtlasNetwork.org/donate or email our director of development
Clark Ruper at: Clark.Ruper@AtlasNetwork.org

Clark Ruper
Director of Development



mailto: Daniel.Anthony@AtlasNetwork.org
mailto: Clark.Ruper@AtlasNetwork.org
https://www.atlasnetwork.org/donate

Connect with Atlas Network

[ twitter}
@AtlasNetwork

{ facebook |
facebook.com/atlasnetwork

{instagram }
@atlasnetwork

{web |
AtlasNetwork.org

{ flickr}
flickr.com/atlasnetwork

{ phone |
202-449-8449

{ fax 1l
202-280-1259

{ email }
info@AtlasNetwork.org

{address |

Atlas Network

1201 L St. NW
Washington, DC 20005

[ donate ]

AtlasNetwork.org/donate
202-449-8444
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